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But Prof. Weber and others have established that the play is Kalidasa's. The story deals with the love of king Agnimitra for the heroine, Malavika, who though living as a servant-maid of the queen Dharini, is in fact a princess captured in war and sent to her as a present by her brother. Although the beautiful maidservant is carefully concealed from the king's look, he catches a glimpse of her from a picture and falls in love with her. Gautama, the resourceful Vidushaka of the play is a friend of the king and an accomplice in his love intrigues. With the help of a Buddhist nun called Kausiki he manipulates successfully several meetings between the ting and Malavika in spite of the vigilant efforts of the two queens, Dharini and Iravati, to prevent such a happening. Iravati, the junior queen of Agnimitra. somehow chances to witness each of his private meetings with Malavika and rouses the anger and envy of the senior queen Dharani. When Dharani enraged at Malavika's conduct confines her in an under-ground chamber with the utmost precaution, the Vidushaka's brain which is very fertile in such matters, coins a very clever and amusing trick to secure her release and to facilitate her meeting with the king* At last, bound by one of her own promises to reward Malavika for her successful services in making her pet Asoka tree to put forth blossoms and being jubilant over the news of her son's victory just brought in, the senior queen Dharini, with a magnanimity uncommon to co-wives, permits the marriage of Agnimitra with Her identity as 3 royal princess who